


Dan McGrew. Griffith Company. addresses an audience question on the new general permit for construc­
tion proposed by the State Water Resources Control Board.

problem is, it's clear as mud right now
what it is the general contractor is
supposed to do, what situations on the
jobsite are going to lead to a citation, and
so off we go to court." Welsh said his
end goal is to develop "a fairly clear crite­
ria spelling out what the controlling
employer does and is responsible for on
worksites, to leave as little room as possi­
ble for interpretation by Cal!OSHA
inspectors."

Welsh also discussed the "new para­
digm" he is working towards for
CalJOSHA to transform the image and
role of the CalJOSHA inspector from a
"storm trooper" who charges in and
slaps contractors with citations and
penalties, to someone focused on work­
ing towards compliance to effect change
and improvement in the injury and
illness rate in the industry. He noted that
many in his agency "don't see a differ­
ence between enforcement and compli­
ance. We've been guilty of assuming that
the fact that an employer's been cited
means the problem is going to go away.
Clearly it is not going away, many times.

The thing I'm searching for is ways to
leverage compliance. That means different
approaches than just citation, including
partnering with industry."

Welsh appealed to the employers in
attendance to participate in the rowldtable
discussions and help find common solu­
tions. "We need ideas, we need to get feed-

back on the services we provide so that we can
make people believe, and rightly so, that if
Cal/OSHA is doing its job, and if compliance
goes up, injuries and illnesses are absolutely
going to go down," he noted. "That's the
bottom line. If we can achieve that, we've got a
whole new ballgame going."

Available Anywhere in California

Portable Rock Cnlshing Services

Asphalt & Concrete Recycling Yards
Los Angeles, Orange & San Diego Counties;
Also in Northern & Central California Areas

CMB I CL II Base Material Available Breadth. Depth. Results.

Construction Practice Group

SEYFARTH
ATTORNEYS~

.:)Of\V V LLP

Our Practice Is Building
We maintain a broad construction practice that provides
legal representation and risk management counseling to

companies at all stages of the construction process. Our
construction attorneys assist clients with issues that arise

in the negotiation. performance. and resolution of disputes
involving commercial and government construction
contracts. Many of the largest and most successful

contractors. design professionals. design-builders.

subcontractors. and public and private owners regularly
rely on our legal advice in conducting their business. We

would welcome the opportunity to discuss how Seyfarth

Shaw can help your company succeed as well.

Hanson
HEIDELBERGCEMENTGroup

•
•

800·300·6120
www.seyfarth.com/construction

THE vorCE OF THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY Associated General Contractors ofCalifomia 13




